
 

BRIDGE THE GAP:  THE DELAWARE PRE-ADMISSION CONFERENCE 
Thursday and Friday, October 27-28, 2005 ● 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Widener University School of Law, Ruby R. Vale Moot Courtroom, 4601 Concord Pike, Wilmington, DE 
(Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.) 

DAY 1:  OCTOBER 27, 2005 
LEGAL PRACTICE IN DELAWARE COURTS

9:00 a.m. - 9:10 a.m. 
Purpose of Bridge the Gap Program/ 

Purpose of CLE:  CLE Obligations & Reporting 
William M. Lafferty, Esq. 

Chair, Delaware Supreme Court  
Commission on Continuing Legal Education 

9:10 a.m. - 9:20 a.m. 
Delaware State Bar Association 

Geoffrey Gamble, Esq. 
Delaware State Bar Association 

9:20 a.m. - 9:50 a.m. 
What Distinguishes Legal Practice in Delaware? 

Professionalism and Civility 
Hon. Thomas L. Ambro 

U.S. Court of Appeals, Third Circuit 

9:50 a.m. - 10:20 a.m. - Delaware Supreme Court Practice 
What Are the Expectations of the Court 

For Lawyers Appearing Before It? 
Hon. Randy J. Holland 

Delaware Supreme Court 

10:20 a.m. - 10:50 a.m. - Federal Court Practice 
Who is the Ombudsman and What is His/Her Role? 

Requirement of Delaware Bar Admission 
Hon. Kent A. Jordan 

U.S. District Court, District of Delaware 

10:50 a.m. - 11:00 a.m., Break 

11:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. - Bankruptcy Court Practice 
Hon. Peter J. Walsh 

U.S. Bankruptcy Court, District of Delaware 

11:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon - Court of Chancery Practice 
Deposition Practice in Delaware 

Hon. Leo E. Strine, Jr. 
Delaware Court of Chancery 

12:00 noon - 12:30 p.m. 
Electronic Filings in Delaware Courts 

Richard K. Herrmann, Esq. 
 
 

12:30 p.m. - 1:45 p.m., Lunch 
Speaker 1:15 p.m. - 1:45 p.m. 

Pro Bono Opportunities For Representing 
Persons Who Are Otherwise Underserved  

Tania Marie Culley, Esq. 
Office of the Child Advocate 
Karen Jacobs Louden, Esq. 

Delaware Volunteer Legal Services, Inc. 

1:50 p.m. – 2:00 p.m., Break 

2:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. - Superior Court Practice 
Communication With Persons 

Who Are Not Your Client 
Hon. Mary M. Johnston 

Delaware Superior Court 

2:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Family Court Practice 
Dealing with Pro Se Litigants and Individuals 
Engaged in the Unauthorized Practice of Law 

Hon. Chandlee Johnson Kuhn 
Delaware Family Court 

3:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Justice of the Peace Courts/ 

Court of Common Pleas 
The Challenge of Protecting Your Client’s 

Interests in a High Volume Court or Practice 
Mark F. Dunkle, Esq. 

3:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m., Break 

3:45 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. 
The Challenges of “E-Discovery” 

Kevin F. Brady, Esq. 
William J. Marsden, Jr., Esq. 

Collins J. Seitz, Jr., Esq. 

4:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Difficult Clients, Difficult Lawyers 

and Even Difficult Judges 
Edmund D. Lyons, Jr., Esq. 

Richard A. DiLiberto, Jr., Esq. 
 



 

BRIDGE THE GAP:  THE DELAWARE PRE-ADMISSION CONFERENCE 
Thursday and Friday, October 27-28, 2005 ● 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Widener University School of Law, Ruby R. Vale Moot Courtroom, 4601 Concord Pike, Wilmington, DE 
(Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.) 

DAY 2:  OCTOBER 28, 2005 
LEGAL PRACTICE IN DELAWARE 

9:00 a.m. - 9:20 a.m. 
Obligations to The Delaware Supreme Court:  

Annual Registration, Certification of Trust Accounting 
Compliance, Updates Within 30 Days of Change, 

Court’s Use of E-mail For Notice, 
DSBA v. Delaware Supreme Court 

Patricia Bartley Schwartz, Esq. 
Office of Disciplinary Counsel 

9:20 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. 
How To Avoid Disciplinary Complaints; 

The Best Way to Respond To The Inevitable Complaint 
Mary Susan Much, Esq. 

Office of Disciplinary Counsel 

9:45 a.m. - 10:05 a.m. 
Records Retention: Developing a Policy For Your Firm; 

Advising Clients 
Michael S. McGinniss, Esq. 

Office of Disciplinary Counsel 

10:05 a.m. - 10:35 a.m. 
Law Practice Management: Administrative Systems; 

Supervising Staff; Conflicts Checks 
Jeffrey M. Weiner, Esq. 

10:35 a.m. - 10:45 a.m., Break 

10:45 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 
Trust Accounting and Record Keeping Compliance 

Joseph F. McCullough/Ronald E. Derr 
Lawyers’ Fund for Client Protection 

11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 
Effective Client Relations: Retention; Declining 

and Terminating Representation; Communication; 
Preserving Client Confidences; Time Keeping and Billing 

Charles Slanina, Esq. 

11:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 
Criminal Defense 

Challenges of a High Volume Practice 
Louis B. Ferrara, Esq. 

12:15 p.m. - 12:45 p.m. 
Real Estate Transactions in Delaware 

Andrew P. Taylor, Esq. 

12:45 - 1:45 p.m., Lunch 
Speaker 1:15 p.m. - 1:45 p.m. 

Professional Guidance and Lawyers 
Assistance Committees 

Andrea L. Rocanelli, Esq. 
Office of Disciplinary Counsel 

1:45 p.m. - 2:00 p.m., Break 

2:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Fee Disputes: How To Avoid Them and 

How to Address Those That Arise 
Thomas Shellenberger, Esq. 

2:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
The Challenges of Working with 

Co-Counsel Not Admitted in Delaware: 
Opinions on Delaware Law in Transactions 

Louis G. Hering, Esq. 
Local Delaware Counsel and Lawyers 

Admitted Pro Hac Vice 
Karen L. Pascale, Esq. 

3:00 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. 
Break-Out Sessions 

3:45 p.m. - 4:00 p.m., Break 

4:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Will Drafting and Estate Administration 
The Special Challenges of Clients With 

Diminished Capacity 
Richard C. Kiger, Esq. 

4:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Contingency Planning For Personal Crisis 

Kevin M. Howard, Esq. 



 

 

BRIDGE THE GAP:  THE DELAWARE PRE-ADMISSION CONFERENCE 
Thursday and Friday, October 27-28, 2005 

(Please return by no later than Wednesday, October 19, 2005) 

 

Name:           Phone:       

Address:                 

PLEASE SELECT THREE OF THE FOLLOWING DAY 2 (3:00 P.M. - 3:45 P.M.) BREAK-OUT SESSIONS IN ORDER OF 
PREFERENCE (WITH “1” INDICATING YOUR FIRST CHOICE, “2” INDICATING YOUR SECOND CHOICE AND “3” 
INDICATING YOUR THIRD CHOICE): 
 
___ (A) Experienced Lawyers Newly Admitted to Delaware discussion led by:   Barbara Stratton, Esq. 

___ (B) Delaware Office of Out-of-State Firms discussion led by:   Jonathan Lessner, Esq. 

___ (C) Solo and Small Firm Practice discussion led by:   Joseph Rhoades, Esq. 

___ (D) Sussex County Practice discussion led by:   Bruce Rogers, Esq. 

___ (E) Kent County Practice discussion led by:   John Paradee, Esq. 

___ (F) Lawyers Entering Government Practice discussion led by:   Ferris Wharton, Esq. 

___ (G) In-House Counsel discussion led by:   Luke Mette, Esq. 

___ (H) Insurance Defense discussion led by:   Mark Reardon, Esq. 

___ (I) Large Firm Practice discussion led by:   Megan Greenberg, Esq. 

 

PLEASE RETURN TO: 
Sarah Arnold, Executive Director, Board of Bar Examiners, 820 N. French Street, 11th Floor, Wilmington, DE 19801 

                                                         For additional information, please call (302) 577-7038                                                    
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